
SOLARA TRADE GROUP LTD

Free Incorporation Guide
Start your business the right way with a clear formation path,

filing checklist, and compliance overview.

Inside this guide

Entity selection, state formation, EIN/tax ID setup, registered agent basics,
annual compliance, and next steps with Solara.
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Start with Clarity - Not Guesswork
Choosing a business structure is one of the first major decisions a founder makes. The right
path depends on your state, ownership structure, liability goals, tax preferences, professional
licensing requirements, and growth plans.

Solara Trade Group LTD helps customers navigate business filing steps, registered agent needs,
compliance reminders, and ongoing administrative support. Use this guide as a practical starting
point before requesting filing assistance.

Recommended first step

Use the Business Structure Advisor(TM) to receive a personalized recommendation based on your state,
goals, ownership plan, employee expectations, and filing needs.

What This Guide Covers
Choose the right business structure

Select your state of formation

Choose and protect your business name

Appoint a registered agent

File formation documents

Get your EIN / tax ID

Set up business finances

Review licenses and permits

Stay compliant after formation

Request filing assistance from Solara
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1. Choose the Right Business Structure
Your entity choice affects liability separation, management structure, tax treatment, ownership

flexibility, and ongoing compliance. The options below are common starting points, but requirements

vary by state and business activity.

Sole Proprietorship Very small, low-risk solo activity - Simple, but generally no separate
liability shield.

Partnership Two or more owners operating together - Ownership and responsibility should
be documented clearly.

Limited Liability Company (LLC)Small businesses, consultants, real estate, flexible ownership - Popular
structure with liability separation and flexible management.

Professional LLC (PLLC) Licensed professionals where required - May require professional license or
board review.

C Corporation Investor-backed or high-growth companies - More formal governance; may
support shares and outside investors.

S-Corp Election Eligible small businesses reviewing payroll/tax strategy - Tax election
rules and timing should be reviewed carefully.

Nonprofit Corporation Charitable, religious, educational, or mission-driven organizations - Tax-
exempt status is separate from incorporation.
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Formation Steps
2. Select Your State of Formation
Most businesses form in the state where they physically operate, hire employees, maintain offices, or
generate most of their revenue. Some businesses consider other states for specific corporate or
privacy reasons, but this may add foreign qualification and registered agent obligations.

Where will the business operate?

Where will employees or offices be located?

Will the company need authority to do business in multiple states?

Are annual reports, franchise taxes, or publication rules triggered?

3. Choose a Business Name
Your name should be available in the formation state and suitable for your brand. Many states require
entity designators such as LLC, Inc., Corp., or PLLC.

Search state name availability before filing.

Avoid confusingly similar names.

Check domain availability and brand consistency.

Consider trademark conflicts before investing heavily in the name.

4. Appoint a Registered Agent
A registered agent receives official state, legal, and compliance notices for the business. The agent
generally must maintain a physical address in the state of formation or qualification.

Keeps official notices organized.

Supports privacy and continuity.

May be required in every state where the business is registered.

Solara can help coordinate registered agent support.
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Filing, Tax ID, and Compliance
5. File Formation Documents
Formation documents officially create the entity with the state. The document name varies by entity
type and state.

LLC: often Articles of Organization or Certificate of Formation.

Corporation: often Articles of Incorporation or Certificate of Incorporation.

Nonprofit: nonprofit articles plus governance and tax-exemption planning.

Professional entities may require additional license or board review.

6. Get Your EIN / Tax ID
An EIN is issued by the IRS and is commonly used to open business bank accounts, hire employees, set
up payroll, and file tax documents.

Needed for many bank and payroll workflows.

Useful even for many single-owner businesses.

Should match the legal entity name and responsible party.

7. Set Up Business Finances
Keeping personal and business finances separate is essential for clean records, professional
operations, and liability separation.

Open a dedicated business bank account.

Use bookkeeping or accounting software.

Document owner contributions, distributions, and reimbursements.

Avoid mixing personal and business funds.
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Licenses, Permits, and Ongoing Compliance
8. Review Licenses and Permits
Licensing depends on your industry, location, and professional status. Formation alone does not
automatically authorize every business activity.

Professional licenses or board approvals.

Local business licenses.

Sales tax permits.

Industry-specific permits.

Payroll tax registration when hiring employees.

9. Stay Compliant After Formation
Most entities have ongoing duties after formation. Missing deadlines may lead to penalties, loss of
good standing, or administrative dissolution.

Annual or biennial reports.

Registered agent maintenance.

State fees and franchise tax filings where applicable.

Amendments when ownership, address, or structure changes.

Foreign qualification for multistate operations.
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Business Formation Checklist
Use this checklist before requesting filing assistance or completing your state formation filing.

Business name selected and reviewed

State of formation selected

Entity type identified

Registered agent selected

Business address and mailing address prepared

Owner/member/shareholder information collected

Management structure decided

EIN/tax ID needs reviewed

Licenses and permits identified

Payroll tax registration considered if hiring

Annual report/compliance deadlines tracked

Banking and bookkeeping plan prepared

Next Step with Solara
Use the Business Structure Advisor(TM) to generate a personalized recommendation. Then request a

callback so Solara can review your filing details and help you move forward.

Business Structure Advisor(TM)Open the Business Structure Advisor under Tools & Wizards at
solaratrade.com.
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About Solara Trade Group LTD
At Solara Trade Group LTD, we are a dynamic and forward-thinking company providing business
solutions, unified communications services, and business filing support. Our business filing
services help customers organize formation, registered agent, tax-registration, compliance, and
Secretary of State filing needs.

Contact
11357 Nuckols Rd, Suite 2170 Glen Allen, VA 23059

804-653-6130

info@solaratrade.com

California Office: 949-736-3020

Website: solaratrade.com

Important Disclaimer
Solara Trade Group LTD is a document filing service. This guide is for general informational

purposes only and does not provide legal, tax, accounting, financial, or professional licensing

advice. Customers should consult qualified legal, tax, accounting, or licensing professionals for

advice specific to their circumstances.


